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Easy Does It
Dr. Robert Miller and a few of his closest friends
host a symposium centered on the principle

that lightness is the essence of good horsemanship.
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OU COULD
FORGIVE
VISITORS to

Ar:thur Perry's

hrtrepid Fanr"rs in Santa

Ynez, California, for think-
ing they'd pulled into the

wrong place. Greeted by

strains of country music, the

smell of cowboycoffee brew-

ing over an open fire and the

sizzle of bacon frying next

to Dutch ovens full of sour-

dough biscuits, it appeared

that this was another posh

open house, typical of the

upscale breeding farrns this

horse-oriented community
is famous for.

Any concernswere laid to rest,however,

when they were greeted by event volun-
teers who directed them to park in a large,

freshly mowed pasture. Signs fluttered in
the breerc announcing that they had indeed

amived at the second annual Light Hands

Horsemanship spnposium, hailed by many

natural horsemanship aficionados as one of
ihe most innovative learning experiences

since the movement began mott than 30

years ago.

According to Dr. Robert Miller, one of
the event's organizers, he and a group of
American horse trainers, equine veteri-

narians and behaviorists were in Brazil

in |anuary 2006 to participate in the first
international natural horsertranship sym-

posiun when the subject of lightness
came up.

"While lightness represents the essence

of horsernanshipi' says Milleri "we realized

there wasn't an opportunity for people

The stars of the show, fiom leftr Jan Ensign, Eitan Beth-
Halachmy, Anne Judd, Lester Buckley and Dr. Robert Miller.

in the States to get together, interact with
masterhorsemen and explore the topic in
detail. After a little urging, we decided to
do something about it and this symposium

is the result."

Miller, who is best known for devel-

oping and re{ining what has cotne to be

known as foal irnprinting, has established

a reputation for being one of the most

knowledgeable equine behaviorists of our
time. Today, foal imprinting is considered

by many to be the very foundation of a

kinder and more effective way of com-

municating and training horses.

{}:{Ci1l'HE F{}Rh{AT for Light Hands

was established, Ton Spaldilg, owner of
Spalding Fly Predators, agreed to sponsor

the event. Rick Lamb, Miller's long-time

friend and co-author of Miller's The Revo-

Iution In Horsemanship, volunteered to
encee and provide conmentary. Perry,

who had tagged along on the

trip to Brazil, offered his farm

as the venue.

"When we came up with
this idea," says Miller, "we
knew we wanted to provide
a friendly, intimate experi-
ence, where everyone could
interact with each other and

where there was plenty of time
after each presentation for
people to share ideas andlearn

frorn one another. Rather than

having people leave the$cility
for meals, we brought in a

chuck wagou and provided
all the n:reals here so people

could stay and socialize."

This year's gathering
attracted a mixture of novice, interme-
diate and expert horsemen and -women

from l6 states and three foreigtt countries.

In addition to Millet seminar presenters

included Eitan Beth-Halachmy, Lester

Buckley, Ion Ensign and Anne Judd.

Following the opening morning's
breakfast, Miller introduced each of the

presentir:rg clinicians.

"The revolution in horsemanship
has produced no finer teachers than the
people you will be watching work with
horses this weekend," he announced.
"Thise masters of subtlety will dernon-

strate what can be done with soft hands

and quiet rlethods of Western, English

and classical horsemanship. They will
dernonstrate l'row to achieve complete

respect and compliance rvithout pro-
ducing fear in tl:e horse.

"C)ne of the essential thernes of this
natural horsen, anshitrr revolution," con-

44 wEsrERN HoRSEMAN I ocroBER 2oog


